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In the evening of the last Thursday, Maundy Thursday, when the Lord Christ was on His way to Gathsemane, then to trial and crucifixion, He said to the Father as if reporting His ministry on earth,
" I have glorified You on the earth."
The Lord Christ- at the end of His Incarnation period on the earth- presented to the Father a report on His ministry, saying, " I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do." (Jn. 17:4)
Here, we would like to ask a question: what does it mean, from the theological point of view, that someone glorifies God?
Certainly, when you glorify God you do not bestow on Him some glory, because God does not lack glory nor need to receive glory from you. The Lord Christ Himself says, "I do not receive honor from men."(Jn. 5:41)
This brings to mind that which some people say, that God created humans to glorify Him! Certainly not! For God is not in need for such glory to receive from humans. And before making man, He was glorified by His angels. Even before creating the angels He had been glorified, but how?
God is glorified in His Godhead attributes.
God is glorified in His eternity, in His omnipotence, in His limitlessness as He is not limited by time or place. He is glorified in His greatness, in His indescribable beauty, in His holiness, in His wisdom, in His unlimited knowledge, and in His power to create. In short, God's Glory lies in His Godhead.
What then is the meaning of the words, " I have glorified You on the earth"? They mean revealing His glory to the people.The words mean: I made the people know about Your glory. On the other hand, the words cannot mean giving Him, or bestowing upon Him some glory.
This may lead to another question: Does glorifying someone mean giving him some glory not his own? The answer expressly is nay. Unless a person has glory of his own, any glory given him by others will be nothing. Therefore, truly said the Psalmist, "The royal daughter is all glorious within." (Ps. 45: 13) though the royal daughter's clothing is woven with gold and her robes of many colors.
Here we ask for example: What does it mean that someone is granted an academic degree?Does it mean that the faculty or the university grants him something not his own? It rather means that the faculty or the university testifies to his academic capability, whether for the BA, MA, or PhD That is why it is called a certificate, as it certifies the level of knowledge a person has.
If this is the case with humans, what can be said about God, blessed be His name? We glorify Him, or rather acknowledge His glory. This is probably what the Jews meant when they said to the man born blind: "Give God the glory"(Jn.9: 24)
They wanted to say to him: acknowledge God's glory, and do not deny it or blaspheme against Him.
The same applies when we say in the Psalm:" Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Your name give glory."(Ps.115: 1) It means: reveal Your glory to the people. This meaning is clear in the Psalm:
"The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows His handwork"(Ps.19:1)In this way the heavens and the firmament glorify God by declaring it, showing His handwork. We likewise, when we glorify God, we declare His glory and tell the people about it, revealing it.
Thus we understand the words of the Lord Christ to God the Father," I have glorified You", to mean: I have revealed Your glory to the people. I talked to them about You and made them know You. That is why He said," I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world"( Jn.17 : 6 ), in other words:
I have manifested to them a new name for You, that You are the Father, their heavenly Father who loves them.
Their previous knowledge of You was not like Mine. Probably their relationship with You was one of fear since their father Adam hid himself from Your sight, saying," I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked" (Gen.3: 10). But I let them know Your name "God is love" (1 Jn. 4: 16). I let them know that You are their Father, and that You dwell in them with Your Holy Spirit.
" And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them."(Jn.17: 26)
Yea, that was the way the Lord Christ glorified God the Father, by making the people know Him as they had not known Him the true knowledge. Therefore He said," O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You" (Jn. 17:25). To glorify You, O Father, is to let them know You because," This is eternal life, that they know You, the only true God…"( Jn.17: 3)
It is Your message, brother minister, to let your disciples and all around you know God.
Let them know God, not only God who is in the books, but also He who is in life, He who is in them.Let them know God who is with them though they see Him not, nor recognize His presence, as St. Augustine said, [You were with me, but, for my deep misery, I was not with You.] Let them know God of whom is written in the gospel according to John, "The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not comprehend it" (Jn.1: 5), and who was preached by the Baptist, saying, "there stands One among you whom you do not know" (Jn.1: 26)
Thus we glorify God by making people know Him, so they love Him as the Lord Christ has done:
The Lord Christ said, "I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it" (Jn.17: 26). You are the loving Father who knows all that they know and give them without their request, "For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things", "and all these things shall be added to you" (Mt.6: 32,33). Yes, Father, You are the heavenly Father on whose heavenly door is written, "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you" (Mt.7: 7). Yes, Father, You care for the birds of the air and feed them, though they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns! You, Father, care for the lilies of the field and clothe them more beautifully than Solomon in all his glory was arrayed (Mt.6: 26-29)!
You, heavenly Father, had so loved the world that You gave Your only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life (Jn.3: 16).
I know, brother minister, that you make people know God, but who is that God who You make them know?
Certainly You make them know the image of God which you have in your mind. Would that it is the true image, because if you give them a wrong image of God, you will not be glorifying God through your ministry. Therefore, you have first to know Him, that you may let others know Him as the Lord Christ has said, "I have known You…… and I have declared to them Your name" (Jn.17:25,26). Have you known Him yet, brother?
Many are those ministers who have not yet known God, however, they try to make people know Him!
What about you? Have you known God yet before making people know Him? Have you known Him the true profound knowledge that makes you love Him and dwell in Him? Have you said with St. Paul the apostle, "What things were again to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord" (Phil.3: 7,8). Yea, have you experienced this inner deep knowledge of the Lord?
Is the knowledge you give to people about Him of the kind that leads to His love? Or is it mere mental knowledge not extending to the heart or leading to life with God?
If it is so, know that the ministry is not mere knowledge, for mere knowledge does not glorify God. Hearken to what the Lord says to the Father, "I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them" (Jn.17: 26)
By this love, they enter God's kingdom as God reigns over their hearts and is glorified in them:
By love they live with God, and their lives reveal God's work in them. The others see their good works and glorify their Father who is in heaven (Mt.5: 16).
Does this apply to your life and your ministry?
Is God glorified in your life? Is He glorified in your ministry?
Is God the core of your ministry? Do you reveal His name to the people in whatever you say or do? Do you attach them to His love, and make them long to Him and rejoice in His communion? Or is it that your ministry is separate from God; mere information and knowledge, mere activities and meetings, mere gatherings, culture and study, and still you call it ministry?
Those you minister to, do they have the love with which He loved you and them?
Dare you, in all this, say to the Father with Christ, "I have glorified You on the earth"?
Ask yourself: In what is God glorified in you? Is His kingdom spread through you? Or through you people have known God, loved Him, and abode in Him?
Were you the vessel with which God worked, or the mouth by which God's Spirit spoke? Here we wonder:
How could Christ glorify the Father?
As we have said, He made people know and love Him; what else? He presented to the people the beautiful image of God, being Himself. "The image of the invisible God" (Col.1: 15), "The brightness of His glory and the express image of His person" (Heb.1: 3). "No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him" (Jn.1: 18)
In Him people saw all holiness?
In Him they saw God the Father:
As He said expressly, "He who has seen Me has seen the Father" (Jn.14: 9). Yea, they saw in Him God's beautiful image with all its perfection and beauty, so they loved God in Him. They loved the Holy who is, "separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens" (Heb.7: 26). They loved Him who challenged His enemies, saying, "Which of you convicts Me of sin?" (Jn.8: 46)
So, is your life that image of God, by which He is glorified?
Is God glorified by your life as He is by your words? Or you are a stumbling block to others, and because of you people blaspheme God's name as St. Paul said to the Romans, "the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you" (Rom.2: 24)
How beautiful it is that God's children be a cause for glorifying His holy name through their ideal life which people admire! In this way they give the others a beautiful image of the sublimity of their religious doctrines. It is the way the Lord Christ glorified the Father, that is introducing Him in such a beautiful image.
The Lord Christ glorified the Father with His preaching, and also with the miracles He worked:
He revealed to the people God's power, being Himself "the power of God and the wisdom of God" (1Cor.1: 24). He manifested to them God the Almighty who does works which no one else has ever done or can do (Jn.15: 24). He ascribed these works to the Father, "the Father who dwells in Me does the works" (Jn.14: 10), "the works which the Father has given Me to finish" (Jn.5: 36).
Through His works the Lord Christ manifested to the people the power of the Father, so the Father was glorified in Him.
You are not requested to be like Christ, miracle worker; for not all people are workers of miracles (1 Cor.12: 29). But I merely say that God is glorified in a minister whose prayers find response! … How further can the Father be glorified?
The Lord Christ glorified the Father on the cross.
He glorified the Father by paying off the wages of sin to the Divine Justice, when He became a sacrifice of sin, a burnt offering, and a pass over, when He presented the most glorified image of love, sacrifice, and redemption, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (Jn.3: 16). Not the Father alone was glorified on the cross, but the Son also. He showed us that suffering is the way to glory, as the apostle said in (Rom.8: 17).
"If indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together".
The Lord Christ has been glorified through suffering, and the most glorious image of Him is His image on the cross. It is the image of love, representing the farthest glory. St. Paul the apostle loved this image, and said, "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me" (Gal.2: 20)
The Lord Christ glorified the Father on the cross by His obedience, for He has become: "obedient to the point of death even the death of the cross" (Phil.2: 8)
We also can glorify the Father by obedience; by love, and by sacrificing like the image of Christ on the cross. We can glorify Him by our ministry, by the edification of His kingdom, by making people know Him and be attracted to His love, and by introducing a live picture of Him to people.
However, the worst thing in ministry is when a minister tries to glorify Himself rather than God!
In this case, the ministry will not be a true ministry, since God is no more the goal, but is replaced by the ego! In this case the minister shows off and seeks to be exalted and glorified by others. He becomes no more last of all and servant of all as the Lord Christ said in (Mk.9: 35). The Lord Christ Himself did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many (Mt.20: 26-28). And John Baptist gave us a noble example of how the ego should disappear so that glory be to God alone, he said, "He must increase, but I must decrease" (Jn.3: 30)Hearken to what St. Paul the apostle says, "…that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us." (2Cor.4: 7) And in the story of healing the lame man, who was laid at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, when the people were amazed, St. Peter turned their sight to the Lord Christ, saying that they had not made that man walk by their own power or godliness (Acts 3:12-15). The contrary happened on the part of King Herod who accepted the words of praise, not giving glory to God, so an angel of the Lord struck him, and he was eaten by worms and died (Acts 12:21-23)
Lastly, we conclude with the following:
If we glorify God on the earth, God will glorify us in heaven and here as well.
" For whom He foreknew, He also predestined…………, these He also glorified" (Rom.8:29,30); " If indeed we suffer with Him………….,we may also be glorified together" (Rom. 8:17) God even called us to His eternal glory (1Pet.5: 10), so that we may be partakers of the glory that will be revealed, and receive the crown of glory that does not fade away(1Pet. 5: 1,4), " bringing many sons to glory" (Heb. 2: 10).
Yea, indeed, much glory has been, and is still, given us by God.
Do we then glorify God on the earth as He has glorified us who are dust and ash when He made us in His image after His likeness, and made us temples of His Holy Spirit, giving us the gifts of the Spirit? 


